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The Duncumb family lived in Weston, Albury and Shere and were prominent in local affairs 
in the 16th and 17th centuries. George Duncomb, who became Rector of Albury in 1691, 
left £1.16s per year 'to be given in bread to the poor from Weston'. Charity Duncumb 
bequeathed income from local land to buy and distribute loaves amongst the poor of 
Albury. In 1705, the will of Olave Duncombe, widow of Henry Duncombe of Weston, 
established a charity which provided the poor children of Albury with apprenticeships. For 
other records relating to the charity, see GUHT/50/- and BR/OC/4/3/2 at SHC.

       Plaque at Shalford Church for George Duncumb and Martha Duncumb

WESTON HOUSE by Carol Martin

Part of the manor of Gumshalve was sold to 
William Weston in the time of Edward I c1300. 
In 1520 it was sold to George Duncombe, 
whose family built a new house on the site in 
1650, which was burnt down in 1720.
In 1723 Mr Sturt bought the manor and built 
what is known as “the Palladian House”, a U-
shaped house facing E-W of stone with 
handsome portico to garden front, the North 
wing was for the servants and the South wing 
contained study, drawing & dining rooms and 
a boudoir. This was sold in 1820 to pay the 
Godshall families’ debts & was bought by 
Henry Drummond, who pulled it down, 
because, it is said, he couldn’t bear to have 
such a grand house within sight of his own! 

Plaque to George Sturt in Shalford Church
Interred near grandparents George & Martha  

Duncumb (daughter of St.John Peyton)


